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Dakar, Senegal - Custom fines 
 
Gard has learned that the port of Dakar1 has yet again seen a rise in the number of customs fines being issued. It is 
thought this is as a result of increased efforts by Senegalese customs authorities to detect discrepancies between 
the goods formally declared by the master of the vessel and the quantity of goods actually on board. The Senegalese 
authorities have paid particular attention to the declaration of stores, bunkers and lube oil. One of Gard’s members 
recently received a fine due to an alleged discrepancy in the lube oil record. There was the additional risk of the 
vessel being being detained if the fine was not paid prior to its departure. Fines up to four times the value of the 
goods concerned have reportedly been imposed on shipowners/charterers not complying with the Senegalese 
customs code.  
 
As previously advised by Gard, masters should: 
 

• contact the vessel’s local agents well before arrival in Dakar and obtain a copy of the latest Senegalese 
customs requirements; 

• prepare and complete the required customs declaration well in advance of berthing and thoroughly check 
that all consumables on board, including bunkers, lube oil, stationary, stores (paint, provisions, drugs, 
engine room consumables, spare parts, etc.) and crew personal effects, have been accurately described 
and declared;  

• have the formal documentation verified by the vessel’s local agents before remittance to the customs officer; 
• request that the vessel’s local agent be present when customs officers attend on board; and 
• instruct the crew not to buy or exchange any goods with local tradesmen at any stage of the call, including 

whilst en route to the port. 
 
If, for any reason, the customs documentation is not ready by the time the vessel berths, it might be prudent to delay 
access to the vessel by keeping the gangway up after the agents have boarded, until all declarations are completed, 
checked by the agents and ready to be handed over to the customs officer. 
 
In no circumstance should the master, or crew, start “negotiations” with the customs officers if an alleged 
nonconformity in the customs declaration is found. Such “negotiations” may be perceived as an attempt at bribery 
and may result in the master being taken into custody and the vessel detained. In such circumstances the master 
should contact the local P&I correspondent for assistance2. 
 
 
The above is general advice applicable to vessels calling at ports in West Africa as similar difficulties have been 
encountered by Gard’s members and clients also in other West African countries. 

 
1 See Gard Alert “Custom Fines at Dakar, Senegal” issued 4 November 2008. 
2 See also article “All in a day's work in Senegal” in Gard News 196, November 2009/January 2010. 

http://www.gard.no/ikbViewer/page/sharing-knowledge/news?p_document_id=83841
http://www.gard.no/ikbViewer/page/iknowbook/section?p_document_id=135996&p_subdoc_id=136149

